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Free trade can be good for America; 

it can be good for our country, good for 
our businesses, good for our families, if 
it is fair trade, and that is where my 
concerns come in, is our ability to 
compete fairly. 

The President said: ‘‘High-standard 
trade helps level the playing field for 
American workers’’—‘‘high-standard 
trade helps level the playing field.’’ 
The problem is that, when you compare 
the cost of compliance in the United 
States with environmental policies, 
with tax policies, and with labor regu-
lations, it is not a level playing field in 
the United States. In fact, it is extraor-
dinarily out of balance. 

The National Association of Manu-
facturers estimates that in 2012 alone, 
that the American workforce wasted 
4.2 billion hours just complying with 
regulations, 4.2 billion. The Competi-
tive Enterprise Institute estimates 
that $1.88 trillion in lost economic pro-
ductivity and higher prices were expe-
rienced by the American workforce and 
by American families across the coun-
try, again, $1.88 trillion in 2014. 

CEI also did a study that estimated 
that, for every small business in the 
United States, for each employee that 
small business has, that they pay over 
$11,000 a year just complying with Fed-
eral regulations. If the total cost of the 
aggregate cost of Federal regulations 
were at GDP—were at gross domestic 
product—it would rank behind Russia’s 
economy and just ahead of India’s 
economy. There are extraordinary 
costs. In fact, it is a backdoor way to 
tax our families. 

Eighty-eight percent of the manufac-
turers in the United States, according 
to a survey done by NAM, 88 percent 
identified Federal regulations as being 
their top concern in regard to their 
ability to compete on a level playing 
field. 

If you take, for example, tax compli-
ance alone, tax policies are going to 
cost $1.7 trillion over the next 10 years, 
as proposed by the current administra-
tion, $1.7 trillion on top of all of these 
other extraordinary costs that I have 
covered to date. 

One of the huge costs that we have in 
the environmental world is the ozone 
standard. There has been a proposal to 
change the ozone standard. Some have 
said that the ozone standard being pro-
posed, Yellowstone National Park 
couldn’t comply with; yet they want 
the State of Louisiana, where I rep-
resent, to comply with this new ozone 
standard. 

When we had the top—or one of the 
top petrochemical industries in the 
United States, that standard is esti-
mated to cost perhaps—it is estimated 
to be the most expensive Federal regu-
lation in history. It could cost over $2 
trillion to comply with the regula-
tion—over $140 billion per year it could 
cost to comply with the regulation. In 
our home State of Louisiana alone, 
nearly 34,000 jobs are estimated to be 
lost on an annual basis. 

Mr. Speaker, I am a proponent of the 
environment. I spent years and years of 

my life, of my career, working to re-
store the environment, working to re-
store the ecological function of south 
Louisiana, of our coastal area, of our 
fisheries, and of our wetlands. I am a 
big proponent of the environment. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I am concerned 
that, as we move forward with free 
trade, under the policies being put 
forth by this administration, American 
workers are going to have their hands 
tied behind their back in the cost of 
complying with environmental regula-
tion, the cost of complying with the ex-
pensive tax regulation in the United 
States, and the cost of extraordinary 
labor regulation. 

I will say in closing, Mr. Speaker, I 
am a proponent of free trade, but it 
must be fair trade. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 20 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Eternal God, we give You thanks for 

giving us another day. 
As the days grow warmer throughout 

our land, major legislative issues loom 
with the potential of warmer debate 
and disagreement. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House with the graces they need to en-
gage one another as colleagues of the 
114th Congress, entrusted by America’s 
citizens to forge solutions to the major 
issues facing our time, be they in agri-
culture, transportation, or areas of na-
tional security. 

Grant to each an extra measure of 
wisdom and magnanimity that all 
might work together for a better fu-
ture for our great Nation. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CYBERATTACK STANDARDS STUDY 
ACT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, recent cyber attacks tar-
geting the personal data of Americans 
make it clear cyber is a new domain of 
warfare that threatens personal infor-
mation, financial security, and the 
physical safety of our citizens. Last 
week, millions more were affected 
when the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment’s network was compromised. 

This complicated nature of cyber de-
fense means we need a clear standard 
of measurement for assessing the dam-
age of attacks on our citizens and to 
affected computer systems and devices. 
It is for this reason that I have intro-
duced the Cyberattack Standards 
Study Act today to instruct the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Director of the FBI, 
and the Secretary of Defense, to define 
a method of quantifying cyber inci-
dents for the purpose of determining a 
response. 

Recent cyber attacks are a sobering 
reminder that Congress, all govern-
ment agencies, and private companies 
and citizens need to work together to 
better protect our public and private 
networks now. 

I appreciate the research of legisla-
tive director Taylor Andreae and mili-
tary fellow Major Jacob Barton for 
their service in providing the ability to 
establish this legislation. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and may the President by his actions 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 
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